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Key takeaways

* The US jobs report for December showed an increase of
+50,000 new jobs, coming in below expectations of
+55,000.

* The unemployment rate decreased to 4.4%, with the
average hourly earnings slightly increasing from +0.1 to
+0.3% for the month.

*  While December’'s employment data gave sentiment a
slight lift, it didn't signal a meaningful shiftin momentum.
Equity markets edged slightly higher, even as investors
maintained a cautious, wait-and-see stance toward policy.

What happened?

Alongside the December jobs numbers, which came in below
expectations, downward revisions were made to the previous
two months of reported data, subtracting a total of -76,000
jobs from October and November reports. The unemployment
rate decreased from 4.6% to 4.4% and the number of
unemployed people decreased from 7.6 to 7.5 million. The
labor force participation rate slightly decreased from 62.5% to
62.4% and continues to remain below pre-pandemic levels of
63.4%. Within the household survey, average hourly earnings
came in at +0.3% MoM and +3.8% on a YoY basis. Average
hours worked slightly decreased to 34.2 hours per week.

Payroll gains were concentrated in several key sectors last
month, led by food services and drinking places (+27,000),
healthcare (+21,000), and social assistance (+17,000). In
contrast, retail trade experienced notable losses, shedding
more than 25,000 jobs, largely driven by declines in warehouse
clubs, supercenters, and other general merchandise retailers (-
19,000). The Federal government posted a modest increase of
+2,000 jobs in December — an improvement after many
consecutive months of losses throughout 2025. However,
federal employment remains 9.2% below its peak in January
2025.

The labor market weakened notably through year-end. The
three-month average fell from +209,000 as of December 2024
to —30,000 in October 2025, -3,000 in November, and -22,000
in December, confirming a clear downshift in hiring
momentum. Job growth in 2025 has been driven almost
entirely by healthcare, while the Federal government saw the
largest losses.
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What does it mean for investors?

December’s nonfarm payrolls report showed positive job gains
with lower unemployment rate, suggesting no further
deterioration in the labor markets. Growth was led by
healthcare and other services, while retail and manufacturing
saw pullbacks and government employment largely
unchanged. Wage pressures moderated and unemployment
edged down, reflecting a labor market that is adjusting rather
than weakening sharply. Although prior-month revisions still
point to softer momentum, the broader mix of indicators —
including steadier job openings and gradual improvement in
private-sector hiring — suggests a labor market that is
stabilizing at a slower pace. Together, these trends support
expectations that policymakers will proceed cautiously as they
balance moderating demand with still-contained inflation
pressures. Futures now imply a 95% chance that rates remain
unchanged in January and a 69% chance they stay on hold in
March, reflecting expectations for the Fed to slow the pace of
easing as the new year begins.

The latest Job Openings and Labor Turnover Survey (JOLTS)
reported a decrease from 7.45 million jobs in October to 7.15
million jobs in November (the December JOLTS report is due to
be released on February 3'd). On the other hand, the ADP
private payroll data reported an increase of +41,000 jobs in
December 2025 with annual pay at +4.4% following a job loss
of -29,000 in November. The labor market continues to send
mixed signals. Payrolls show modest improvement, but the
broader hiring trend has cooled over recent months. JOLTS
openings have eased, while ADP points to a tentative rebound
after earlier weakness. Overall, the data reflects a labor market
that is slowing gradually but not deteriorating sharply, with
softening demand rather than a sudden shift in conditions. The
Fed will continue to monitor upcoming datapoints (the next
key data point released will be the December CPI number on
January 13t) before delivering its next rate decision.

At the time of writing, both the S&P 500 and NASDAQ were
trading in positive territory, up +0.52% and +0.66%
respectively. On the fixed income front, yields increased across
the curve, with the 2-Year Treasury yield increasing to 3.51%
and the 10-Year Treasury yield to 4.17%. Markets increasingly
expect the Fed to keep rates unchanged in January, reinforcing
a cautious policy stance. Our longer-term expectation remains
for two additional rate cuts of 25bps each by the end of 2026.

Mixed labor data and a still-soft job market point to a January
hold and a more gradual easing path from the Fed.
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The consumer price index (CPI) measures the price of a basket of products and services that is based on the typical
consumption of a private household.

The US Dollar Index (DXY) is a weighted index based on the value of the US. dollar versus a basket of six other currencies.

The Federal Reserve (Fed) is the central bank of the United States. Its Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) meets to
determine interest rate policy.

Gross domestic product (GDP) is the monetary value of all the finished goods and services produced within a country's
borders in a specific time period.

JOLTS (the US Job Openings and Labour Turnover Survey) gives alternative perspectives on the state of the US labor market.
National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) stands for the largest small business association in the US
The National People's Congress (NPC) is China's legislative assembly which holds annual sessions every spring.

Personal Consumption Expenditure (PCE) is a price index for goods and services, particularly relevant in the context of US
GDP.

Producer price inflation (PPI) measures the change in prices received by producers (e.g. firms) for their output.

Purchasing manager indices (PMI) provide an indicator of the economic health of the manufacturing sector and are based on
five major indicators: new orders, inventory levels, production, supplier deliveries and the employment environment. The
composite PMl includes both manufacturing and services sectors. They can be published by public sector or private agencies
(e.g. Caixin, Nikkei).

The S&P 500 Index includes 500 leading US companies capturing approximately 80% coverage of available US market
capitalization.

Treasuries are bonds issued by the US government.
USD is the currency code for the US Dollar.
West Texas Intermediate (WTI) is a grade of crude oil used as a benchmark in oil pricing.

Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) is a federal initiative under the second Trump administration aimed at
boosting efficiency, cutting wasteful spending and modernizing Information Technology.
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Historical performance

01.09.2022 - | 01.09.2023 - § 01.09.2024 - | 01.09.2025-

01.09.2023 § 01.09.2024 | 01.09.2025 § 01.09.2026

Performance

S&P 500 22.3% -16.8% 22.2% 24.4% 17.0%
NASDAQ 13.9% -28.2% 40.9% 32.0% 21.3%
10-Year US Treasury -3.0% -12.3% -0.6% -1.2% 8.8%
2-Year US Treasury -0.6% -2.7% 3.3% 4.3% 5.0%
Gold -3.4% 4.7% 8.1% 31.7% 66.6%

Source: Deutsche Bank AG, Bloomberg Finance L.P., LSEG Datastream; Data as of January 9, 2026.
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Important note

General

This document may not be distributed in Canada or Japan. This document is being circulated in good faith by Deutsche
Bank Aktiengesellschaft, its branches (as permitted in any relevant jurisdiction), affiliated companies and its officers and
employees (collectively, “Deutsche Bank”).

This document is for your information only and is not intended as an offer, or recommendation or solicitation of an offer
to buy or sell any investment, security, financial instrument or other specific product, to conclude a transaction, or to
provide any investment service or investment advice, or to provide any research, investment research or investment
recommendation, in any jurisdiction. The information contained herein does not replace advice tailored to the individual
circumstances of the investor.

All materials in this document are meant to be reviewed in their entirety.

If a court of competent jurisdiction deems any provision of this disclaimer unenforceable, the remaining provisions will
remain in full force and effect. This document has been prepared as a general market commentary without consideration
of the investment needs, objectives or financial circumstances of any particular investor. Investments are subject to
market risks which derive from the instrument or are specific to the instrument or attached to the particular issuer.
Should such risks materialise, investors may incur losses, including (without limitation) a total loss of the invested capital.
The value of investments can fall as well as rise and an investor may not recover the amount originally invested at any
point in time. This document does not identify all the risks (direct or indirect) or other considerations which may be
material to an investor when making an investment decision.

” o«

This document and all information included herein are provided “as is”, “as available” and no representation or warranty
of any kind, express, implied or statutory, is made by Deutsche Bank regarding any statement or information contained
herein or issued in conjunction with this document. To the extent permissible under applicable laws and regulations,
Deutsche Bank makes no representation as to the profitability of any financial instrument or economic measure. All
opinions, market prices, estimates, forward-looking statements, hypothetical statements, forecast returns or other
opinions leading to financial conclusions contained herein reflect Deutsche Bank’s subjective judgment as of the date of
this document. Without limitation, Deutsche Bank does not warrant the accuracy, adequacy, completeness, reliability,
timeliness or availability of this document or any information contained herein and expressly disclaims liability for errors
or omissions herein (if any). Forward-looking statements involve significant elements of subjective judgments and
analyses and changes thereto and/or consideration of different or additional factors could have a material impact on the
results indicated. Therefore, actual results may vary, perhaps materially, from the results contained herein.

Unless otherwise indicated in this document, all statements of opinion reflect the current assessment of Deutsche Bank,
which may change at any time. Deutsche Bank does not assume any obligation to either update the information
contained in this document or inform investors about available updated information. The information contained in this
document is subject to change without notice and based on a number of assumptions, estimates, opinions and
hypothetical models or analyses which — although from the Bank’s current point of view are based on adequate
information — may not prove valid or turnout in the future to be accurate or correct and may be different from
conclusions expressed by other departments within Deutsche Bank. Although the information contained in this document
has been derived from sources that Deutsche Bank considers trustworthy and reliable, Deutsche Bank does not guarantee
the completeness, fairness, or accuracy of the information and it should not be relied upon as such. This document may
provide, for your convenience, references to websites and other external sources. Deutsche Bank takes no responsibility
for their content and their content does not form any part of this document. Accessing such external sources is at your
own risk.

To the extent permissible under applicable laws and regulations, this document is for discussion purposes only and is not
intended to create any legally binding obligations on Deutsche Bank and Deutsche Bank is not acting as your financial
advisor or in a fiduciary capacity, unless otherwise expressly agreed by Deutsche Bank in writing. Before making an
investment decision, investors need to consider, with or without the assistance of a financial professional, whether any
investments and strategies described or provided by Deutsche Bank are appropriate in light of the investor’s particular
investment needs, objectives, financial circumstances or the possible risks and benefits of such investment decision.
When making an investment decision, potential investors should not rely on this document but only on what is contained
in the final offering documentation relating to the investment. As a global financial services provider, Deutsche Bank from
time to time faces actual and potential conflicts of interest. Deutsche Bank’s policy is to take all appropriate steps to
maintain and operate effective organizational and administrative arrangements to identify and manage such conflicts.

Deutsche Bank does not give tax or legal advice, including in this document, and nothing in this document should be
interpreted as Deutsche Bank providing any person with any investment advice. Investors should seek advice from their
own tax experts, lawyers, and investment advisers in considering investments and strategies described by Deutsche Bank.
Unless notified to the contrary in a particular case, investment
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instruments are not insured by any governmental entity, not subject to deposit protection schemes and not guaranteed,
including by Deutsche Bank. This document may not be reproduced or circulated without Deutsche Bank’s express written
authorization. Deutsche Bank expressly prohibits the distribution and transfer of this document to third parties. Deutsche
Bank accepts no liability whatsoever arising from the use or distribution of this document or for any action taken or
decision made in respect of investments mentioned in this document which the investor may have made or may make in
the future.

The manner of circulation and distribution of this document may be restricted by law or regulation in certain countries,
including, without limitation, the United States. This document is not directed to, or intended for distribution to or use by,
any person or entity who is a citizen or resident of or located in any locality, state, country, or other jurisdiction where
such distribution, publication use would be contrary to law or regulation or which would subject Deutsche Bank to any
registration or licensing requirement within such jurisdiction which is not currently met. Persons into whose possession
this document may come are required to inform themselves of, and to observe, such restrictions. Past performance is no
guarantee of future results; nothing contained herein shall constitute any representation, warranty, or prediction as to
future performance. Further information is available upon request.

Deutsche Bank AG is a stock corporation (“Aktiengesellschaft”) incorporated under the laws of the Federal Republic of
Germany with its head office in Frankfurt am Main. It is registered with the district court (“Amtsgericht”) in Frankfurt am
Main under number HRB 30 000 and licensed to carry out banking business and to provide financial services. Deutsche
Bank AG is supervised by the European Central Bank (“ECB”), Sonnemannstrasse 22, 60314 Frankfurt am Main, Germany
(www.ecb.europa.eu) and the German Federal Financial Supervisory Authority (“Bundesanstalt fir
Finanzdienstleistungsaufsicht” or “BaFin”), Grauheindorfer Strasse 108, 53117 Bonn and Marie-Curie-Strasse24-28, 60439
Frankfurt am Main(www.bafin.de), and by the German Central Bank (“Deutsche Bundesbank”), Wilhelm-Epstein-Strasse
14, 60431 Frankfurt am Main (www.bundesbank.de).

This document has neither been submitted to nor reviewed or approved by any of the above or below mentioned
supervisory authorities.

This document was generated or edited with the support of artificial intelligence (Al). It was reviewed by responsible
employees of Deutsche Bank’s Chief Investment Office.

For Residents of the United Arab Emirates

This document is strictly private and confidential and is being distributed to a limited number of investors and must not
be provided to any person other than the original recipient and may not be reproduced or used for any other purpose. By
receiving this document, the person or entity to whom it has been issued understands, acknowledges and agrees that this
document has not been approved by the UAE Central Bank, the UAE Securities and Commodities Authority, the UAE
Ministry of Economy or any other authorities in the UAE. No marketing of any financial products or services has been or
will be made from within the United Arab Emirates and no subscription to any funds, securities, products or financial
services may or will be consummated within the United Arab Emirates. This does not constitute a public offer of securities
in the United Arab Emirates in accordance with the Commercial Companies Law, Federal Law No. 2 of 2015 (as amended
from time to time) or otherwise. This document may only be distributed to ”Professional Investors”, as defined in the UAE
Securities and Commodities Authority’s Rulebook on Financial Activities and Reconciliation Mechanism (as amended from
time to time).

For Residents of Kuwait

This document has been sent to you at your own request. This presentation is not for general circulation to the public in
Kuwait. The investments described herein have not been licensed for offering in Kuwait by the Kuwait Capital Markets
Authority or any other relevant Kuwaiti government agency. The offering of any investments in Kuwait on the basis a
private placement or public offering is, therefore, restricted in accordance with Decree Law No. 31 of 1990 and the
implementing regulations thereto (as amended) and Law No. 7 of 2010 and the bylaws thereto (as amended). No private
or public offering of any investments is being made in Kuwait, and no agreement relating to the sale of any investments
will be concluded in Kuwait. No marketing or solicitation or inducement activities are being used to offer or market any
investments in Kuwait.

For Residents of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

This document may not be distributed in the Kingdom except to such persons as are permitted under the Investment
Fund Regulations issued by the Capital Market Authority. The Capital Market Authority does not take any responsibility
for the contents of this document, does not make any representation as to its accuracy or completeness, and expressly
disclaims any liability whatsoever for any loss arising from, or incurred in reliance upon, any part of this document.
Prospective subscribers of the investments described herein should conduct their own due diligence on the accuracy of
any information relating thereto. If you do not understand the contents of this document, you should consult an
authorized financial adviser.

For Residents of Qatar

This document has not been filed with, reviewed or approved by the Qatar Central Bank, the Qatar Financial Markets
Authority, the Qatar Financial Centre Regulatory Authority or any other relevant Qatari
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governmental body or securities exchange or under any laws of the State of Qatar. This document does not constitute a
public offering and is addressed only to the party to whom it has been delivered. No transaction will be concluded in
Qatar and any inquiries or applications should be received, and allotments made, outside Qatar.

For Residents of the Kingdom of Bahrain

This document does not constitute an offer for sale of, or participation in, securities, derivatives or funds marketed in
Bahrain within the meaning of Bahrain Monetary Agency Regulations. All applications for any investment should be
received and any allotments should be made, in each case from outside of Bahrain. This document has been prepared for
private information purposes of intended investors only who will be institutions. No invitation shall be made to the public
in the Kingdom of Bahrain and this document will not be issued, passed to, or made available to the public generally. The
Central Bank (CBB) has not reviewed, nor has it approved, this document or the marketing of any such securities,
derivatives or funds in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

For Residents of Lebanon

By accepting this documentation, Client hereby represents that (i) this documentation was sent to it by Deutsche Bank in
response to an unsolicited request made by it, (ii) it has or will execute any documents associated with any transaction
described in this document (a "Transaction") outside of the Lebanese Republic in a jurisdiction in which it is lawful to do
the same, (iii) any Transaction entered into shall be deemed to be concluded and booked outside of the Lebanese
Republic in a jurisdiction in which it is lawful to do the same and (iv) it has entered or will enter into any Transaction for a
bona fide commercial purpose and as part of a sound investment or financial management policy, namely for the
purposes of managing its borrowings or investments, hedging its underlying assets or liabilities or in connection with its
line of business and not for speculative or illegal purposes.

Deutsche Bank has not obtained the authorization of the Central Council of the Central Bank of Lebanon to market,
promote, offer or sell (“offered”) any product pursuant to any Transaction in Lebanon and no such product is being
offered into Lebanon hereby.

For Residents of South Africa

This document does not constitute or form a part of any offer, solicitation or promotion in South Africa. This document
has not been filed with, reviewed or approved by the South African Reserve Bank, the Financial Sector Conduct Authority
or any other relevant South African governmental body or securities exchange or under any laws of the Republic of South
Africa.

For Residents of Belgium

This document has been distributed in Belgium by Deutsche Bank AG acting though its Brussels Branch. Deutsche Bank AG
is a stock corporation (“Aktiengesellschaft”) incorporated under the laws of the Federal Republic of Germany and licensed
to carry on banking business and to provide financial services subject to the supervision and control of the European
Central Bank (“ECB”) and the German Federal Financial Supervisory Authority (“BaFin”). Deutsche Bank AG, Brussels
Branch, is also supervised in Belgium by the Financial Services and Markets Authority (“FSMA”, www.fsma.be). The
branch has its registered address at Marnixlaan 13-15, B-1000 Brussels and is registered under number VAT BE
0418.371.094, RPM/RPR Brussels. Further details are available on request or can be found at www.deutschebank.be.

For Residents of the United Kingdom

This document is a financial promotion as defined in Section 21 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 and is
approved by and communicated to you by DB UK Bank Limited. DB UK Bank Limited is a member of the Deutsche Bank AG
group and is registered at Companies House in England & Wales with company number 315841 with its registered Office
at 21 Moorfields, London, United Kingdom, EC2Y 9DB. DB UK Bank Limited is authorised by the Prudential Regulation
Authority and is regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. DB UK Bank
Limited’s Financial Services Registration Number is 140848.

Deutsche Bank Aktiengesellschaft is incorporated in the Federal Republic of Germany and its members’ liability is limited.
For Residents of Hong Kong

This document is intended for Professional Investors in Hong Kong. Furthermore, this document is provided to the
addressee only, further distribution of this document is strictly prohibited. This document and its contents are provided
for information only. Nothing in this document is intended to be an offer of any investment or a solicitation or
recommendation to buy or to sell an investment and should not be interpreted or construed as such an offer, solicitation,
or recommendation.

The contents of this document have not been reviewed by any regulatory authority in Hong Kong. You are advised to
exercise caution in relation to the investments contained herein (if any). If you are in any doubt about any of the contents
of this document, you should obtain independent professional advice.

This document has not been approved by the Securities and Futures Commission in Hong Kong (“SFC”), nor has a copy of
this document been registered by the Registrar of Companies in Hong Kong, unless specified otherwise. The investments
described herein may or may not be authorised by the SFC. Any such investment may not be offered or sold in Hong Kong,
by means of any document, other than (i) to “professional investors”
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in Paseo de la Castellana number 18, 28046 - Madrid. Registered in the Mercantile Registry of Madrid, Volume 28100,
Book 0, Folio 1, Section 8, Sheet M506294, Registration 2. NIF: AO8000614.

For Residents of Portugal

Deutsche Bank AG, Portugal Branch is a credit institution regulated by the Bank of Portugal and the Portuguese Securities
Commission (“CMVM”), registered with numbers 43 and 349, respectively and with commercial registry number
980459079. Deutsche Bank AG, Portugal Branch may only undertake the financial services and banking activities that fall
within the scope of its existing license. Its registered address is Rua Castilho, 20, 1250-069 Lisbon, Portugal.

For Residents of Austria

This document is distributed by Deutsche Bank AG, Vienna Branch, registered in the commercial register of the Vienna
Commercial Court under number FN 140266z.Deutsche Bank AG’s Vienna branch is also supervised by the Austrian
Financial Market Authority (FMA), Otto-Wagner-Platz 5, 1090 Vienna. This document has neither been submitted to nor
approved by the aforementioned supervisory authorities.

For Residents of the Netherlands

This document is distributed by Deutsche Bank AG, Amsterdam Branch, with registered address at De entree 195 (1101
HE) in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, and registered in the Netherlands trade register under number 33304583 and in the
register within the meaning of Section 1:107 of the Netherlands Financial Supervision Act (Wet op het financieel toezicht).
This register can be consulted through www.dnb.nl.

For Residents of France

Deutsche Bank AG is an authorized credit institution, subject to the overall supervision of the European Central Bank and
BaFin, the German Federal Financial Supervisory Authority. Its various branches are locally supervised, for certain
activities, by the competent banking authorities, such as the Prudential Control and Resolution Authority (Autorité de
Controle Prudentiel de Résolution, “ACPR”) and the Financial Markets Authority (Autorité des Marchés Financiers, “AMF”)
in France.

Any reproduction, representation, distribution or redistribution, in whole or in part, of the contents of this document in
any medium or by any process whatsoever, as well as any sale, resale, retransmission or making available to third parties
in any manner whatsoever, is prohibited. This document may not be reproduced or distributed without our written
permission.

© 2026 Deutsche Bank AG. All rights reserved.
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